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USD, DIRK YANDELL RECEIVE SEARS-ROEBUCK FOUNDATION AWARDS

The University of San Diego and USD economics professor Dirk
Yandell have been selected as recipients of The Sears-Roebuck
Foundation's 1990-91 Teaching Excellence and Campus Leadership
Awards.
The awards are presented annually to top educators at nearly
700 of the nation's leading independent liberal arts colleges and
universities as a tribute to their outstanding resourcefulness
and leadership.
Yandell, an undergraduate alumnus of USD, has taught
Economics and Quantitative Analysis in the USD School of Business
Administration for a decade.

As chair of the School of Business

Teaching Excellence Committee, Yandell actively promotes teaching
innovation and commitment to quality.

His hands-on classroom

techniques, which include the use of computer simulations to
bring concepts to life, are especially popular with students.
"Operating a simple 'factory' in class teaches students
about the law of diminishing returns and simple class auctions
illustrate how markets develop," Yandell says.

"I tell my

(more)
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students that it's not enough to know the answers -- they'll have
to know what the answers mean and how they will use them in their
careers."
Yandell received an individual Sears-Roebuck grant of
$1,000.

USD received an institutional grant of $1,500.

In announcing the awards, USD President Author E. Hughes
said, "USD has long emphasized quality teaching and attention to
individual students.

The Sears-Roebuck Foundation clearly shares

that commitment and we are grateful for its long-standing
partnership with independent higher education."
Yandell said, "This award has special meaning for me.

I

came to USD because I saw that teaching was a top priority here.
And I think Sears deserves a lot of credit for recognizing the
((

importance of that teaching mission."
The award program is administered nationally by the
Stamford, Connecticut-based Foundation for Independent Higher
Education (F.I.H.E.) and regionally by the Los Angeles-based
Independent Colleges of Southern California.
"We salute Sears in recognizing one of society's most
fundamental needs, excellence in teaching," said John P.
Blessington, F.I.H.E president.

"The college educators who

receive these grants have a commitment to learning that inspires
and motivates students to excel.

They are one of our nation's

most important and finest resources."
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